
South Africa Heritage Day 

 

 

On September 24, 1995, the Republic of South Africa celebrated its first Heritag

e Day.  The day was declared a national holiday by the first democratically elect

ed government of South Africa, which was elected on April 27, 1994. Accordin

g to the Department of Arts, Culture, 

Science and Technology, the word heritage is defined as "that which we inherit: 

the sum total of wildlife and scenic parks, sites of scientific or historical importa

nce, national monuments, historic buildings, works of art, literature and music, 

oral traditions and museum collections 

together with their documentation." To help South Africans celebrate our herita

ge, this day   has been set aside to recognize all aspects of South African culture

, including creative expression, historical inheritance, language, food, and the la

nd in which we live. 

 

 

In marking Heritage Day in 1996, Nelson Mandela stated: “When our first 

democratically elected government decided to make Heritage Day one of our 

national days, we did so because we knew that our rich and varied cultural 

heritage has a profound power to help build our new nation. “We did so, knowing 

that the struggles against the injustice and inequities of the past are part of our 

national identity; they are part of our culture. We knew that, if indeed our nation 

has to rise like the proverbial phoenix from the ashes of division and conflict, we 

had to acknowledge those whose selfless efforts and talents were dedicated to this 

goal of non-racial democracy.” 

 

 

So, Unity, fellowship, culture, and feasting are what this day is all about, after 

all)! 

Heritage Day came about thanks to the IFP acknowledging that South Africans 

should celebrate our unique heritage, as well as our underlying unity, on this 

public holiday. 

A rallying cry came stating SA citizens should braai on Heritage Day to celebrate 

our common roots, along with our differences. This act of fellowship around the 

fire, sharing broodjies, walkie talkies, curries, vleis, dop, and having a good time, 

is the very spirit of Heritage Day that the IFP were hoping to create. As we 

celebrate this day let us not forget the purpose for which this day was created. Let 

us pray for peace and unity to prevail on this land. May God bless South Africa. 
 


