
As the Country moves to level 1 of Covid-19 restrictions 

 

On Thursday, President Cyril Ramaphosa announced that South Africa on 1 October would 

move to adjusted alert 1. The limit on the number of people at indoor gatherings has been 

raised from 250 to 750, while the maximum number of people allowed at outdoor gatherings 

had been raised from 500 to 2,000. The number of people allowed at funerals has also been 

increased from 50 to 100. But after-funeral gatherings and night vigils are still not 

allowed.  

 

What does this mean for us as a parish? 

 

‘Let us remember that we are ‘each other’s keeper’. Although we can now gather in 

numbers in our place of worship, we remain determined on observing Covid-19 restrictions 

and the care of each other’s heath. The wearing of masks, sanitizing, social distancing, and 

vaccinating have proven to be the best prevention measures against this pandemic, so I 

encourage all of us to adhere to these good practices for our safety. 

As social, political beings we can be caught up in politics of the day and the urge to return to 

normalcy and forget that the pandemic is still with us. Let us be aware that our return to 

normalcy depends on how we behave and adhere to the restrictions as advised by our health 

professionals. Therefore, let us encourage another to vaccinate and pray to God to save and 

protect us.  

The president in his address hinted on when an end to the COVID-19 lockdown nightmare 

might finally come to an end entirely, saying that the regulations will only disappear once 

70% of the public has been vaccinated. This is possible if we all cooperate and encourage 

each other to do so. 

To ramp up the vaccine drive – which the president described as SA’s “best defence against 

the pandemic” and the only way to keep the virus at bay and return to normal – government 

has resolved to launch the Vuma Weekend Vaccination drive to allow more people to get 

their jab ahead of the December target.  

“Vuma vaccination programmes will be a countrywide drive to encourage the public to get 

vaccinated. “Those who may not be able to get the vaccine during the week should take this 

opportunity, where we will be opening vaccination sites across the country. The Department 

of Health has identified priority sites.” he said. 

Getting the jab is not just a noble thing to do, it is also our christian duty to preserve 

life. Let us continue to pray for God’s protection on all front workers. May all those who 

have lost lives due to this pandemic rest in eternal peace. May God bless and keep you safe. 

By Fr. Nobert Munekani SJ 

 


