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WORLD DAY OF THE POOR 

 

Theme: “The poor will always have with you.” Mark 14:7 

 

This Sunday the 14th of November 2021 the world commemorates the Day of the poor. The 
theme for this year’s World Day of the Poor is “for the poor you have always with you” 
from the words of Jesus at the Anointing in Bethany just before his Passion, an incident 

described in the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John. Jesus is not saying that we should not 
work to alleviate poverty. In Mark’s account Jesus says that we can show kindness to the 

poor whenever we wish. In John’s account, the main objection to the use of costly perfume to 
anoint Jesus comes from Judas, but John makes clear that Judas had no love for the poor but 
was a thief. He stole from the common purse. His words said one thing, his actions another. 

The Christian tradition is realistic about human beings.  

 

We are good, but imperfect, wounded by sin. We do not believe in utopia in this life. There 
will always be poverty and injustice of some kind, but we are called to reduce its impact 
wherever we can. The Pope goes on to say that the encounter with the poor is more than just 

charity, or acts of benevolence, important as they are. Our encounter with the poor should be 
a genuine sharing, an establishment of community, a desire to get to know those who may 

have been invisible to us. Pope Francis, in his other writings, pushes us further. It is not 
enough to work for the relief of poverty. In Fratelli Tutti, we are called upon to challenge the 
structural causes of poverty. “In our society there is widespread injustice, many people who 

do not have what is their due, what they need to live a dignified and fulfilled life, and many 
people who have far more than they need. This is not a natural situation, but the result of 

policy, which means it can be changed” says Raymond Friel. 

 

We cannot ‘objectivize’ the poor since we are one. This is the main message of the World 

Day of the Poor: it is the day of the poor, when we should realize that they are undeniably 
part of our communities and even part of our own lives. In that way they truly evangelize us. 

It is not the World Day for the Poor, where they would get be entitled to receive yet another 
package of aid. 

 

The gift the poor are entitled to on this Day of the Poor, is that they are equally part of God’s 
human family, all sheep of the flock, and that all should recognize them as such, and treat 

them accordingly. Once more we are given an opportunity to reflect on our attitude towards 
the poor and ask for the grace to see God in them. May God bless and keep you safe. 
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