
Second Week of Advent: The Week of Peace 

 

 

 

Each advent candle has some special meaning behind it and presents an opportunity to think 

about the Christmas season in a new way. The second week of advent takes us from thinking 

about hope to a related idea - peace - something we all need to think more about. 

The theme for the second week of Advent is peace. Too often our understanding of the word 

“peace” is limited to worldly peace – the absence of war. But the word peace – as proclaimed 

by the angels to the shepherds at the birth of Jesus – has a much more spiritual significance. 

Peace is a central theme of the advent season but the focus of the second week of Advent. One 

of the prophecies about Jesus calls him “the Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6-7). When the angels 

appeared to the shepherds, they ended their message by saying, “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests” (Luke 2:14). When Simeon saw 

baby Jesus in the temple, he thanked God that he could now die in peace for he had seen the 

Messiah (Luke 2:29-33). On a broader level, the Bible talks in various places about a spiritual 

war going on between goodness and evil (or “powers and principalities” [Ephesians 6:12]). 

The combination of Satan fighting against goodness, and humans fighting against God, has 

made the earth a battleground in an ongoing fight. 

So, what is this “peace on earth” promised by the angels? What is our focus on this week of 

Advent? Biblical peace starts with trust in God. Jesus teaches this in Matthew 6:25-34) Do not 

be anxious. Trust the Father. Peace continues with deeper conversion of heart – turning away 

from sin and toward God. And peace finds its perfection in being forgiven by Jesus and 

embracing His grace-filled call to love as He loves (John 13:34-35). 

 So, when we hear the words of peace this week, let’s not first think about worldly peace. Of 

course, we want world peace. But it won’t happen by some overbearing miracle. God doesn’t 

work that way. He respects our free will. And His plans are quite a bit bigger than worldly 

peace. 

Instead, we should think of ways we can cooperate more deeply with grace to make the peace 

of Christ a reality in our own hearts and souls. How do we need to turn away from our sinful 

selfishness and turn more completely toward love – toward God and ask for the grace to be 

instruments of peace. 

  

May God bless and keep you safe. 


