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Today we celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. This feast 

takes place on the Sunday immediately following Christmas, falling within the season of 

Christmas fittingly to continue to call our attention to the profound reality of God becoming 

man. On this feast we are reminded of the humanity of Jesus as the son of Mary and Joseph. 

Jesus grew up in their home and spent His childhood as a rather typical Israelite boy. In fact, 

the only thing we know about Jesus’ childhood, apart from His infancy, is the account we hear 

in today’s Gospel. But we learn quite a few things about the Holy Family from this short 

account. First, we see that they are a faithful Jewish family by their observance of traveling to 

Jerusalem once a year for the feast of Passover. Second, we learn that they travelled in a 

“caravan” that probably included many, many relatives, and friends. There were enough, at 

least, for it to take a day of traveling before Mary and Joseph realized that Jesus was not with 

the group. It would have been typical for a twelve-year-old boy, who was coming of age, to be 

with the men of the group, rather than his parents. Third, we see that Mary and Joseph had 

typical parental concerns. Not being able to find Jesus for three days caused them “great 

anxiety.” In fact, these three days of sorrow foreshadows the three days of sorrow that Mary 

would experience at the time of Jesus’ death, when He would be in the tomb for three days. 

The finding in the Temple, therefore, foreshadows the great joy of the Resurrection. Fourth, 

Jesus’ response to Mary and Joseph when they find Him reveals that their role, although 

essential, was to be subordinate to the will of Jesus’ Father in Heaven. The passage does tell 

us that Jesus “was obedient to them,” but this obedience was always connected to His perfect 

obedience to God. Likewise, our families are to be reflections of our relationship with God. 

The family advice we hear in today’s readings—for mothers, fathers, and children—is all solid 

and practical. Happy homes are the fruit of our faithfulness to the Lord, we sing in today’s 

Psalm. But the Liturgy is inviting us to see more, to see how, through our family obligations 

and relationships, our families become heralds of the family of God that He wants to create on 

earth. 

May God bless and keep you safe. 


