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The first Reading of today tells the story of the call of Jeremiah. Before Jeremiah ever was, 

God loved him and consecrated him to be a prophet. 

The second reading is perhaps one of the most well-known sections in all of the Pauline 

corpus. But let not familiarity breed contempt! Let us hear with fresh ears that gifts without 

love are of no account, and that at the end, it is love which abides. 

Following last week’s majestic proclamation by Jesus of the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy, 

in today’s gospel we see how that fulfilment is received: with astonishment, with disbelief, 

with rage. How do we hear Jesus’ proclamation today? With these same responses?  

What happened in the Nazareth synagogue can happen today in the church. We may carry 

prejudices with us into our places of worship, and if we do, we block the message God wants 

to give us. 

What is it that made people who had come to worship so angry to the extent of intending to 

throw Jesus off a cliff? 

He had reminded them of a low point in their history, when God punished the people of Israel 

with a famine, but then saved a Gentile widow. Jesus also reminded them of God’s mercy 

towards a Gentile named Naaman. Naturally his message was a shocker and just the opposite 

of they wanted to hear. 

Some truths are often bitter. We too may be angered or agitated when someone tells us a truth 

that we don’t want to hear. If Jesus told the Jews what they wanted to hear and told them that 

they were God’s exclusively privileged people, he would probably have been applauded and 

appreciated rather than criticised and threatened by death. But he chose to call a spade a 

spade.; In effect, Jesus declared that God has no favourites. That there are no privilege 

cardholders to receiving love and compassion, that all are equal shareholders of God’s love 

no matter who we are, where we come from and whatever our socio-economic status. We 

don’t earn divine favour by the titles we hold but receive it freely from the unconditional love 

of God for us. 

Do we take prejudices into our place of worship? Are we prejudiced against individuals or 

any community? If so, we turn to Jesus for healing we need. May God grant us true love and 

rid us of the spirit of exclusivity.  

 

 

 


