
The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The word “Epiphany” is from the Greek word ἐπιφάνεια which means a “revealing” or a 

“manifestation.” It refers to the great manifestations of our Lord’s incarnate nature as truly 

God and truly man, “God in flesh made. 

Manifestations: What is striking is that there are a variety of liturgical celebrations and dates 

that are all part of our rich Catholic tradition surrounding “Epiphany. His birth, the visit by 

the Magi (the three kings) to adore Him, His baptism in the Jordan River where the Father 

revealed Him as his beloved Son, and His first miracle at the wedding at Cana. At one 

point in Church history all these events were celebrated on the Epiphany, but now the 

liturgical calendar assigns feasts or proper days for each. 

In our day, the Solemnity of the Epiphany primarily celebrates the visit of the Magi 

representing our Lord’s manifestation to all the Gentiles (the non-Jewish people of the world) 

and the corresponding call of the Gentiles to faith in Jesus Christ. The celebration of the 

Epiphany predates even the celebration of Christmas and is thus one of the oldest festivals on 

the Church’s calendar, dating from at least the third century. 

 

Several distinctive customs associated with Epiphany 

On Epiphany the nativity scene (crib), is finished off with the addition of the figures of the 

three Magi that have not been added before this date. Some families, in imitation of the gifts 

of the Magi to the infant Jesus, exchange gifts on this day as well as Christmas. Christmas 

decorations should not be taken down until after the Epiphany and may even be left until 

after the feast of the Baptism of the Lord that officially ends the liturgical observance of the 

Christmas season, on 9 January this year. 

Regardless of how else you choose to celebrate this day, participation in the Holy Sacrifice of 

the Mass and in prayer, especially prayers and devotions in contemplation of the 

manifestation of our Lord to the world, should take pride of place. Happy Epiphany! 

 

How about the three gifts? 

 

Many different theories of the meaning and symbolism of the gifts have been brought 

forward. All three gifts are ordinary offerings and gifts given to a king, but they also carry a 

spiritual meaning for us. 

Myrrh being commonly used as an anointing oil, (an embalming oil) as a symbol of death. 

Frankincense as a perfume, (an incense) which is a symbol of deity. 

Gold as a valuable, which is a symbol of kingship on earth.  


