
 

This Sunday’s readings present some characters who are called to carry out a mission of 

proclaiming the Word of God. They all have the same reaction: they feel unworthy, 

incapable, and inadequate. Isaiah declares himself to be a man of unclean lips. Peter asks 

Jesus to turn away from him because he knows he is a sinner. Paul says that the Risen One 

was manifested to him, an imperfect being, one born abnormally. 

We could continue with the list of statements of unworthiness looking at the objections of 

Jeremiah: “Ah, Lord God, I do not know how to speak. I am still young” (Jer 1:6) and 

Moses: “But, my Lord, never have I been a fluent speaker. I cannot find words to express 

what I want to say” (Ex 4:10).  

Some of us may be oblivious to our limitations, feel too sure of ourselves. But most people, 

are aware of their miseries, weaknesses and say that they are not up to the required task. The 

lack of preparation is not a good reason to hold back. The perception of one’s spiritual 

inadequacy must be overcome, bearing in mind the work of God. He purifies his prophets 

and apostles and enables them to proclaim his message. God writes straight on crooked 

lines; it is the unworthy that he raises up and strengthens them to proclaim his good news. 

Today he wants to turn our weaknesses into strengths and to bring light into our lives: how 

open are we to respond to that call? 

On the 2nd of February we celebrated the Presentation of the Lord. The Feast of the 

Presentation of the Lord, also known as Candlemas, the Feast of the Purification of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary, or the Feast of the Holy Encounter, is a Christian holiday 

commemorating the presentation of Jesus at the Temple. It is based upon the account of the 

presentation of Jesus in Luke 2:22–40. In accordance with Leviticus 12, a woman was to be 

purified by presenting a lamb as a burnt offering, and either a young pigeon or dove as sin 

offering, 33 days after a boy's circumcision. 

On Candlemas, many Christians also bring their candles to their local church, where they are 

blessed and then used for the rest of the year. This Sunday let us have our candles blessed, 

these blessed candles serve as a symbol of Jesus Christ, who referred to himself as the 

Light of the World. Let us ask Christ the true light to illumine our hearts and bring light to 

our shadows. May God Bless and Keep you safe. 

 


