
PASTOR’S CORNER 
 

ALLOW THE SPIRIT OF PENTECOST, THE SPIRIT OF CHANGE TO TRANSFORM US 
 
Today, on this Solemnity of Pentecost, not only do we mark the end of the season of Easter but celebrate 
the beginning or the birth of the Church. On Pentecost, we commemorate the descent of the Holy Spirit 
upon the apostles, the Advocate (Paraclete) promised by Jesus in today’s gospel. What is remarkably 
important for us, is to note that Jesus started his ministry after receiving the Spirit at his baptism and 
that the Church begins its ministry after the descent of the Spirit at Pentecost as related to us in our 
first reading today.  From this parallelism, we can draw another important lesson: the mission of the 
Church and its life, are the same as those of Jesus: To bring the Kingdom of God by spreading the Good 
News of the Risen Christ. 
 

This point is further echoed by Pope Francis in his 2018 Apostolic Exhortation, GAUDETE ET 
EXSULTATE. He reminds us that “just as you cannot understand Christ apart from the kingdom he came 
to bring, so too your personal mission is inseparable from the building of that kingdom… Your 
identification with Christ and his will involves a commitment to build with him that kingdom of love, 
justice and universal peace.” (GE 25).  
 

The receiving of the Spirit gives the Church (Followers of Christ) the courage, the tenacity and zeal to 
continue the mission of Christ, just as it did with the Apostles at Pentecost. It was through the same 
Spirit, the Advocate or Paraclete, that the Church became resilient through all the encounters it came 
across to date. Today, there are aspects of our modern-day life that pose many challenges, not least, the 
climate crisis upon us and the environmental injustices or atrocities committed by human beings on our 
Common Home. Consequently, our reckless anthropocentrism has led to global indicators of the 
climate crisis breaking records in 2021.  
 

The extreme weather patterns (floods, droughts and heat waves), that we have been experiencing are 
just the day-to-day face of the climate emergency wreaking havoc on human lives and the rest of 
creation. The United Nations World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) report that these are clear 
signs of the long-lasting negative impact of human behaviour on the planet. They are the results of an 
Anthropocene epoch that has led us to critical point of a dismal litany of humanity’s failure that has 
resulted in among others, the loss of biodiversity and environmental disasters.  
 

Pope Francis in his encyclical, Laudato Si: On Care Of Our Common Home, reminds us that “as part of the 
universe, called into being by one Father, all of us (God’s Creation) are linked by unseen bonds and 
together form a kind of universal family” (LS89). He highlights the interrelatedness of all of God’s 
creation. Human beings however, through our irresponsible behavior towards the environment and the 
rest of God’s creation are damaging the planet. The Holy Father argues that “We are faced not with two 
separate crises, one environmental and the other social, but rather with one complex crisis which is both 
social and environmental” (LS139).   
 

We therefore need a comprehensive solution that Pope Francis calls an “Integral Ecology” to mitigate 
the situation. Failure to do that, as scientist argue, the damage to the environment will be irreparable 
and there’ll be nothing left of our “common home” for our posterity to enjoy. We have Only One Earth, 
is the theme of today’s (5 June), World Environment Day, an urgent reminder that we need to change 
our sinful actions towards the Environment and Live Sustainably In Harmony With Nature.  
As the Church celebrate Pentecost let us allow this Spirit to also transform us as it did with the Apostles, 
to be filled with their same courage and zeal in taking care of our “common home” and challenging 
others to do so.   

#Pentecost  #OnlyOneEarth  #WorldEnvironmentDay  #WED   
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